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This year, two of Kenyon’s instruc-
tors are gaining liberal arts teaching 
experience while they finish their 
doctoral research. The Marilyn Yar-
brough Dissertation Fellowship al-
lows two scholars in the final stages of 
their doctorates to teach here at Ken-
yon. Janelle Gondar and Samina Ali 
are this year’s fellows.
Eligible candidates for this fel-
lowship must come from under-
represented groups in academia, 
such as ethnic minorities, first-gen-
eration students, people in fields 
dominated by a gender that is not 
their own and so on. They must also 
be pursuing careers in research or 
teaching, and must be in the final 
stages of a doctoral program. Each 
fellow is allowed to teach one course 
per semester. 
According to Ali, there are few 
programs like this one at small lib-
eral arts colleges. The fellowship is 
named after the late Marilyn Yar-
brough, a legal scholar, Pulitzer 
Prize Board member, editor of the 
Black Law Journal, and Kenyon 
Trustee. This year’s fellows, Gon-
dar and Ali are teaching in the 
Modern Languages and Literatures 
and Women’s and Gender Stud-
ies departments, respectively. “The 
Yarbrough fellowship offers … the 
opportunity to teach courses and 
design courses based on our re-
search,” Gondar said, “so it helps us 
figure out a way for our dissertation 
research to be translated into a full-
functioning practical course.”
Yarbrough Fellowship 
funds young academics
Cottage closure limits  
study space availability
EVEY WEISBLAT
NEWS ASSISTANT
The College hopes eventually to have K-Card readers on the doors of all buildings. | ERYN POWELL
With limited study spaces on campus, students gather in a crowded Library B. | CHUZHU ZHONG
HENRY TERHUNE
STAFF WRITER
The 16 academic cottages con-
taining mostly faculty offices and 
seminar rooms will be locked 
on weekends. This is a departure 
from last year, when the buildings 
were kept open for students to 
study in all week. 
At the beginning of the year, 
Chief Business Officer Mark Kohl-
man and Director of Campus Safety 
Bob Hooper agreed that there is an 
inherent security risk to having these 
cottages open on weekends.
“During the week, there’s people 
in and out of those buildings,” Kohl-
man said. “There’s 
classes at night, 
there’s classes dur-
ing the day, people 
are in their offices. 
On the weekends, 
that doesn’t exist.” 
Hooper agreed 
that the risks out-
weigh the benefits 
when it comes 
to safety. “It isn’t 
taking any study 
space away, so we 
just thought it was 
the right thing to 
do for everybody’s safety,” he said.
Nate Grosh ’19, chair of the 
Buildings and Grounds Committee, 
said the decision has created some 
pushback among students who have 
resorted to those spaces when As-
cension and the library modules are 
packed on weekends. “Even if there’s 
only 40 people who would study in 
those buildings … that’s 40 people 
that now need to find some other 
place,” Grosh said.
Since Olin and Chalmers Me-
morial Library is gone and the vil-
lage study spaces are still a work 
in progress, students are acutely 
aware of the deficit in study space. 
“My understanding is right now 
we’re feeling the pinch,” said Vice 
President of Library and Informa-
tion Services Ronald Griggs. 
Griggs said the cottages account 
for around 107 seats that are now un-
available on weekends. At the same 
time, he noted that Campus Safety 
first and foremost has an obligation 
to protect the students’ safety. “Al-
though we feel 
like we’re isolated, 
we’re not so isolat-
ed as you’d think, 
and there are al-
ways reports of 
strangers on cam-
pus,” he said.
One solution 
to this deficit is 
to install K-card 
readers, like the 
ones on  the build-
ings in the Science 
Quad, on the aca-
demic houses, so 
that they can remain open without 
the concern of letting in people unaf-
filiated with the College.
“We are going through the pro-
cess right now of prioritizing the next 
round of card access in more build-
ings,” Kohlman said. “So eventually 
we’ll work our way across campus.”
Kohlman added that card access 
was built into Keithley House and 
that Lentz House is the next priority 
for K-card access installation. Both 
buildings house two seminar rooms. 
There are a couple of obstacles to 
installing K-card access on the aca-
demic houses, mostly due to finan-
cial and accessibility issues stem-
ming from their old age.   
“Individual houses are expensive 
because each house has to have the 
whole system, controller, door, hard-
ware,” Kohlman said. “And a lot of 
these old houses, the doors … don’t 
work with the hardware, so they have 
to replace the whole door.”
Griggs noted that the installa-
tion also has to integrate accessi-
bility, which is a challenge for the 
older academic houses, many of 
which are inaccessible. “Eventu-
ally, I’m sure all College buildings 
will have that in the long-run, but 
it costs money, it takes time, and 
you have to work it in one building 
at a time,” he said.
Hooper focused on the impor-
tance of ensuring that students are 
safe in every corner of campus.
“Right now, even with an active 
threat scenario, we can get every-
thing locked down that’s on the sys-
tem, but there would be no way for us 
during an active threat to get around 
and get everything else locked,” 
Hooper said. “So we really want to 
get everything on our access system, 
where at [a] moment’s notice our 
buildings are secure.”
Even if 
there’s only 
40 people 
who would study in 
those buildings ... 
that’s 40 people that 
now need to find 
some other place.
 
Nate Grosh ’19, chair 
of the Building and 
Grounds Committee
“
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In the Nov. 8 article “Campus Senate hopes to finalize a new protest policy by end of 
semester,” the Collegian mistakenly stated that Vice President for Student Affairs Meredith 
Harper Bonham ’92 was a co-chair of Campus Senate. The co-chairs of Campus Senate are 
Delaney Barker ’20, Prospect Research Analyst Nancy Sowders and Professor of Mathemat-
ics Bob Milnikel. The Collegian regrets this error.
CORRECTION
The College recently approved a new policy 
about political campaign activities on campus, 
clarifying its impartial stance in political cam-
paign activities in order to ensure compliance 
with federal law. Previously, no such policy ex-
isted formally, although most of the standards 
set forth were already followed. 
Since Kenyon has nonprofit status, the Col-
lege may not support or oppose candidates for 
public office. The new policy addresses how 
Kenyon can legally comply with this status 
without limiting free speech on campus.
“We want students and faculty and people 
who work in the College to be good citizens 
and politically engaged, but we have to make 
sure the political activity the members of the 
College engage in doesn’t actually endanger 
the College’s nonprofit status,” said Professor 
of Political Science David Rowe, who was in-
volved in drafting the policy.  
Though the policy mandates that equal 
opportunity must be given to all candidates 
for a particular office to speak at Kenyon, 
this applies only to College-affiliated orga-
nizations such as the Center for the Study of 
American Democracy. Student organizations 
are allowed to invite any candidate that they 
choose to speak on campus without having to 
offer the same opportunity to other candidates 
running for that office. The policy also clari-
fies that candidates will be subject to the same 
fees and rules as any other organization would 
when using campus spaces.
“As far as I could tell, the only thing that 
directly affected [Kenyon Democrats] was just 
having to explicitly say on posters that the Col-
lege is not endorsing candidates, we are, and 
that’s not a huge operational change,” Lizzie 
Boyle ’19, president of Kenyon Democrats, 
said. “In my experience, we have never had to 
pay fees to bring candidates to campus.” The 
policy states that student organizations are 
responsible for any costs that might occur in 
connection with an event for a candidate they 
brought to campus.
The new policy is not exhaustive, and 
specifies that political activities not covered 
within it will be judged as acceptable or not 
based on how they add to the College’s edu-
cational mission or threaten its status as a tax-
exempt organization.
A year after the Saudi Ara-
bian blockade of humanitar-
ian aid into Yemen, fighting 
between Houthi forces and 
the Saudi-led coalition has 
increased around the port 
city of Hudaydah, where 75 
percent of all international 
aid enters the country. 
This fighting could poten-
tially cut off the aid resourc-
es, prompting international 
outcry as famine looms. 
The Saudi-backed coali-
tion has been threatening the 
city for months, but in recent 
weeks has overtaken desert on 
the eastern edge of the city, 
coming closer to surrounding 
it than before, the New York 
Times reported on Nov. 6.
Coalition control of Hu-
daydah would rapidly change 
the conf lict in Yemen, ac-
cording to Visiting Assistant 
Professor of Political Science 
Andrew Hart.
“If they really capture 
[Hudaydah] and the Houthis 
can’t strike back, you will 
have to deal with low-level 
asymmetric warfare, things 
like terrorist attacks,” he 
said. Asymmetric warfare is 
characterized by the use of 
unconventional tactics when 
there is a drastic imbalance 
between opposing forces. 
“You’re gonna have violence 
for the indefinite future. If 
the Saudi side really asserts 
control, that might be the 
middle of the end. It’s not the 
beginning of the end, but it’s 
the middle of the end.”
Hart suggested that the 
fall of Hudaydah would fur-
ther the crisis that already 
exists in Yemen, another ex-
ample of Yemen being used 
as a playground within which 
great regional powers can ex-
ert control.
For now, the port of Hu-
daydah remains open, allow-
ing supplies and resources to 
pass into Yemen even as fight-
ing continues. Aid workers in 
Yemen have speculated that 
the coalition is explicitly tar-
geting agricultural resources.
“If you’re of the view that the 
goal is to obliterate the other 
side, one way to obliterate them 
is to target their civilians and 
to make sure that you weaken 
the social support that the oth-
er side might have,” Hart said. 
“One can infer that that is the 
logic of what [Mohammed bin 
Salman] and the Saudis are do-
ing, and it appears so far that 
the United States is, by and 
large, willing to say, ‘Okay, be-
cause we need your oil.’”
Hart explained that the 
crisis in Yemen, widely con-
demned by humanitarian or-
ganizations and the United 
Nations, serves a strategic 
purpose for Saudi Arabia. 
“It’s as devious as you can 
be, but it’s not illogical when 
you’re trying to win,” he said.
The United Nations warns 
that 14 million people are at 
risk of starvation and is con-
sidering whether to declare 
the crisis in Yemen a famine 
in the coming days.
The recent uptick in vio-
lence follows United States 
Secretary of Defense Jim 
Mattis’ call for the Saudi-
led coalition to engage in 
peace talks with the Houthis, 
backed by Iran, within the 
month.
“U.S. support for Saudi 
Arabia in Yemen has been bi-
partisan so far, it is not a de-
cision by the current Trump 
administration, Barack 
Obama was more than will-
ing to help Saudi Arabia in 
Yemen as well,” Hart said. 
“This is a point of continuity 
in U.S. foreign policy. It is not 
a partisan choice.”
The call for peace talks 
follows the killing of Jamal 
Khashoggi, a Saudi journal-
ist. Hart questions wheth-
er the international outrage 
over the murder will lead to 
change in the public percep-
tion of Saudi Arabia.
“Is [killing Kashoggi] gon-
na be the thing that finally 
leads people to put pressure 
on the Saudis as it pertains 
to Yemen? Because, for the 
most part, Americans don’t 
care, they just don’t. It’s 
over there,” he said. “But the 
Khashoggi killing, I mean, it 
was a dastardly thing to do.”
Global Kenyon: Aid jeopardized by escalation in Hudaydah
HEATHER MCCABE
STAFF WRITER
Policy clarifies campaign rules 
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Gondar is finishing her doc-
toral program through Yale. Her 
research focuses on the haiku in 
Latin America. This semester, 
she taught Exploring the Japa-
nese Diaspora in Latin America 
(MLL 191). Next semester, she 
will teach The Latin American 
Haiku (SPAN 391). Gondar said 
that she has found teaching re-
warding and finds herself im-
pressed with Kenyon students, 
also noting that she finds Ken-
yon’s balance between research 
and teaching to be a nice mix-
ture. Gondar has also found it 
beneficial to have another fellow 
on campus. “It has been nice to 
have another fellow here [who] is 
also going through their Ph.D., 
and we have a camaraderie,” she 
said of Ali.
Ali is finishing her doctorate 
at the University of Miami. Her 
research is focused on post-9/11 
literature, examining the way 
writings by non-Muslims por-
tray Muslim women, and com-
paring it to writing by Muslim 
women to see how Islam has re-
cently been gendered and racial-
ized. This semester, she taught 
Gender, Race and Technology 
(WGS 491). Next semester she 
will teach Gender and Spiritual-
ity in US Latinx/Caribean Liter-
ature (WGS 291). 
Ali says that Kenyon’s small 
class size has been helpful to her 
development as a teacher. “Get-
ting to know students, you can 
curate your lesson plan,” she 
said. This means customizing 
the course in such a way as to 
pique student interest and en-
sure an enriching experience.
Both instructors highlighted 
Kenyon’s community as a posi-
tive component of their time 
here. “Having the small unit … 
the close-knit feel of the class-
room, where you can really get to 
know students in depth, and get 
to know why they came to this 
school,” Ali said. “What they’re 
interested in [for] research and 
beyond the college experience. 
That’s been really rewarding.” 
Fellows share research 
on haikus and Islam
Students to work with marketing 
firm on project-based collaboration  
ELLIE KLEE
STAFF WRITER
From January through April 
of 2019, a small team of Kenyon 
students will work with mar-
keting and communications 
firm Fahlgren Mortine to ad-
vertise for the Philander Chase 
Conservancy.
These students will spend 
about five hours per week col-
laborating on the “project-
based learning opportunity,” 
according to the job description 
on Symplicity. Aside from two 
mandatory visits to the Fahl-
gren Mortine office in Colum-
bus, Ohio, the group will meet 
independently at Kenyon to 
write advertisements and create 
digital marketing tools.
Lisa Schott, the managing di-
rector of the Conservancy, says 
that she received a handful of 
applications before the Nov. 11 
deadline, all of which look strong. 
She anticipates selecting three or 
four students for the job.
The position does not count 
for academic credit and is unpaid. 
Schott says that she discussed this 
aspect of the job at length with the 
Career Development Office and 
Neil Mortine, the president and 
CEO of Fahl-
gren Mort-
ine. “I think 
the benefits 
probably 
pretty much 
speak for 
themselves,” 
Schott said.
“The men-
toring, the 
exposure to 
a top marketing agency, the expe-
rience [the students] will receive 
and the strength it will give their 
resumes are the values of the ex-
perience. We [the Conservancy] 
operate on a shoestring budget and 
do not have the resources currently 
to fund internships,” Schott elabo-
rated in a later email.
Since its founding in 2000, the 
Philander Chase Conservancy has 
preserved over 5,300 acres of land 
within a five-mile radius of Gam-
bier. The Conservancy, which is a 
nonprofit organization, also over-
sees the Kokosing Nature Preserve, 
a natural burial ground on Quarry 
Chapel Road.
Mortine’s agency worked with 
the Kenyon 
Institute be-
fore its merg-
er with the 
Kenyon Re-
view in 2017. 
He serves 
on the Con-
servancy’s 
board of di-
rectors. His 
client history 
includes a wide range of organiza-
tions across the United States, such 
as McDonald’s, Pelotonia, the West 
Virginia Lottery and the Ohio At-
torney General.
Schott hopes that this collab-
orative opportunity will mark the 
beginning of a new stage in the 
Philander Chase Conservancy’s 
development. “We’ve been so busy 
protecting land,” she said. “We 
need to start getting the word out 
about what we do.”
Continued from Page 1
say because an essay’s structure is kind 
of pinned up against the real world in 
different ways. Even though my fiction 
includes a lot of research, you can use 
it more freely.  
Your book, Watchfires, seems to 
pose a question about the interplay 
between agency and self-destruction. 
How do you see the two intertwined? 
Did writing Watchfires clarify that 
relationship for you?
I think a lot about the sort of ques-
tions that maybe we’re all having right 
now about our agency as citizens, 
what kind of effect can we have and 
how that relates to self-destruction or 
to types of political speech that feel 
like self-destruction, is a complicated 
question. I feel like those types of self-
destruction are forms of protest. That 
book looks a lot at a range of those and 
is thinking about what sort of speech 
that is, and what moments drive peo-
ple to need to make that speech … 
But I think also one could look at that 
word self-destruction a little bit meta-
phorically. There are ways of thinking 
of oneself as an actor in society that 
might involve certain types of self-de-
struction, where you have to disman-
tle some parts of what you thought 
yourself was. In particular, the types 
of self-other divisions that maybe one 
was relying on without knowing it. 
How did you come to write Watch-
fires? Were there questions that you 
came to the table with wanting to re-
solve, or did they emerge organically 
as you wrote?
My husband was getting this can-
cer surgery, and I was sitting in that 
waiting room, and that waiting is a 
very charged time, because you’re just 
sitting there waiting for news that ev-
erything kind of went well. And dur-
ing that day, like on CNN the whole 
day, they were doing this manhunt for 
Dzhokhar Tsarnaev, the surviving of 
the two brothers who perpetrated the 
[Boston Marathon] bombing. And so 
the things that I was doing while they 
removed the tumor from my husband 
surgically, and then watching this 
whole city hunt for this 19-year-old kid 
who’d been involved in this horrific 
event. So that kind of hunt through the 
city for this person who was a quote- 
unquote terrorist, and then the hunt 
through a body for a tumor — that 
metaphorical resonance was there. So 
I started the book with that … and the 
questions of the book sort of extended 
out from there. 
There are a lot of aspiring writers 
in Gambier. Any advice you might 
give them about how to navigate the 
strange and enchanting world of pro-
fessional writing?
There’s something hard about giv-
ing advice because one’s own story 
sometimes feels like it’s mostly as-
sembled of bits of luck or coincidence 
or certain specific kinds of work that 
relate to the specific projects you were 
doing. 
I guess what has fed my writing the 
most is approaching things in a col-
laborative way. Finding people to work 
with and learn from and be in ongo-
ing conversations with, and to think of 
writing in a conversational mode, that 
writing isn’t something that you just 
sit and diligently do by yourself, but 
it’s part of a conversation that you’re 
having with some friends. Maybe you 
don’t even know each other, it’s imagi-
nary, or maybe it’s real, that you’re in 
a conversation with them. And I think 
that that helps you stay responsible — 
it keeps you writing really rigorously 
because you want to present it to peo-
ple who you really respect. 
This interview has been edited for 
length and clarity.
Hilary Plum is the associate direc-
tor of the Cleveland State University 
Poetry Center. She received the 2018 
New Writers Award for Creative Non-
fiction, presented by the Great Lakes 
Colleges Association. On Nov. 7, she 
gave a reading as part of the Kenyon 
Review Literary Festival. 
How did you come to be a writer? 
I was one of those kids who was 
always writing and reading by my-
self, wanting to be in a book. I guess 
it’s as simple as that, in a way. I could 
say that maybe the origin story of the 
three books of mine that have come 
out are all to do with …  thinking 
about being in the generation in 
which the Iraq War began, and being 
raised in a family where the Vietnam 
War and the anti-war movement 
were a very important part of my 
parents’ history.     
How is your process different 
when writing non-fiction as op-
posed to fiction? Does one come 
easier than the other?
I think it’s nice to work in mul-
tiple genres, because whenever any-
thing seems impossible you can 
just switch. I don’t know if either 
is easier exactly. There’s a way that 
fiction can have a sort of energy, a 
momentum that’s harder with an es-
ON THE RECORD
HILARY PLUM
AUTHOR OF WATCHFIRES 
COURTESY OF HILARY PLUM
EVEY WEISBLAT 
NEWS ASSISTANT 
I think the ben-
efits probably 
pretty much speak for 
themselves. 
Managing Director of the Phi-
lander Chase Conservancy Lisa 
Schott
“
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Renowned jazz artist to 
give graduation speech
TOMMY JOHNSON
NEWS EDITOR
Kenyon alum takes the victory in 
Texas’ 7th Congressional District
BETÜL AYDIN
NEWS EDITOR
In May, internationally ac-
claimed musician, composer and 
bandleader Wynton Marsalis will 
address the Class of 2019 for the 
College’s 191st commencement. The 
selection of  Marsalis was revealed at 
Senior Soiree on Saturday, Nov. 14. 
Each year, a committee of fac-
ulty, staff and students provide the 
College with nominees for com-
mencement speakers. President 
Sean Decatur then extends an in-
vitation from the College to those 
people to deliver the address.
“Marsalis is an interesting case 
because he was actually nomi-
nated and recommended a couple 
of years ago and responded posi-
tively but said his touring sched-
ule was booked at commencement 
time but that he really wanted to 
come to Kenyon,” Decatur said. 
“Turns out, this year, he could fit 
it in the touring schedule.”
A winner of nine Grammy 
Awards, Marsalis is the first 
jazz musician to win the Pulit-
zer Prize for Music. Through-
out his long career, Marsalis has 
produced more than 80 records, 
which have sold over seven mil-
lion copies worldwide. 
While marsalis was born in New 
Orleans, La.  his music quickly 
took him elsewhere. At 17, Mar-
salis became the youngest musi-
cian to be admitted to Tangle-
wood’s Berkshire Music Center 
in Massachusetts. 
It was after Marsalis moved to 
New York City to attend the Juil-
liard School that he signed his first 
recording contract with Columbia 
Records. In 1981, Marsalis assem-
bled his own band and started tour-
ing; he performed over 120 concerts 
every year for 15 consecutive years. 
In 1983, Marsalis became the 
first and only artist to win both clas-
sical and jazz Grammys in the same 
year and repeated this accomplish-
ment the following year. Five years 
later in 1987, he co-founded Jazz at 
Lincoln Center, an organization 
that promotes jazz through educa-
tional initiatives and performance. 
Marsalis is also an educator,a lead-
ing advocate of American culture 
and author of six books that explore 
the world of jazz music.
Marsalis has received many 
honorary degrees from more than 
30 colleges and universities. He will 
also receive an honorary doctorate 
of music from Kenyon.
Commencement will be held on 
Saturday, May 18, 2019.
Students  admire the handcrafted jewelry at Jenny Tie’s ’21 table in Peirce Atrium. | CHUZHU ZHONG
Jewelry sale provides support to human trafficking victims
Proceeds from fundraiser will go to women jewelers and Eden Ministry’s outreach efforts.
As students rushed through 
Peirce Atrium this past week, 
they may have noticed a fun-
draiser for survivors and vic-
tims of human trafficking. 
Jenny Tie ’21 collaborated 
with the International Soci-
ety at Kenyon, the Center for 
Global Engagement (CGE), 
the Office for Diversity, Eq-
uity and Inclusion (ODEI), 
Kenyon Asian Identities, Sis-
terhood, South Asian Society 
and Chinese Culture Club to 
raise money by selling jewelry 
handmade by survivors of hu-
man trafficking. 
Over the course of three 
days — Nov. 7 through 9  — 
students tabling for the End 
Human Trafficking Fund-
raiser sold over $4,000 in jew-
elry. The bracelets, necklaces, 
and bookmarks they sold were 
handmade by women who 
have been victimized by hu-
man trafficking. 
Inspired by her sister’s vol-
unteer experience in the Eden 
Ministry, an organization that 
reaches out to victims of hu-
man trafficking and provides 
safe shelters primarily in South 
Asia and China, Tie researched 
more about sex trafficking in 
Asia and the ministry’s work. 
The ministry works in five 
major cities and has been ac-
tive for over 15 years. It has 
already successfully rescued 
more than 500 women. Still, 
there are over 40 million 
victims of modern slavery 
around the world, and cru-
cially, most of these victims 
are girls under 15 years old 
from rural areas without ac-
cess to a formal education, ac-
cording to the Eden Ministry. 
In talking to the Eden Min-
istry, Tie discovered that some 
of the victims may not even 
know that they were deceived 
by kidnappers. Tie decided 
she wanted to do something to 
make a change.
“I asked the Eden [Minis-
try] what I can do, because 
I want to do my best to help 
them and also let more people 
know about this fact,” she said.
 In addition to providing 
mental and physical support, 
the Eden Ministry also helps 
survivors develop the skills 
to make sure they can sup-
port themselves. 
The ministry offers voca-
tional training including Eng-
lish, computer skills, cosmet-
ics and jewelry making, which 
is one of the most popular. 
Tie thought the jewelry 
sale could be the best way to 
help get attention for the Eden 
Ministry, as all of the jewelry 
she received for the fundrais-
er was provided by the min-
istry and handmade by survi-
vors of sex trafficking. 
“For the sale, 80 percent of 
our proceeds will go directly 
to these women in the form of 
their salaries, and 20 percent 
will go to funding the Eden 
[Ministry] for their work like 
outreach, safe houses, medi-
cal care and vocational train-
ing,” Tie said.
Within three days, all of 
the products were sold, and 
Tie and her collaborators 
raised $4,043.06 for the vic-
tims of sex trafficking and 
the Eden Ministry. 
“But the f ight doesn’t end 
here,” Tie said, adding that 
there are still victims to save, 
women to help and minis-
tries to support. 
HULDA GENG
STAFF WRITER
For the first time since 2011, a 
Kenyon alum will serve in Con-
gress. Democrat Lizzie Fletcher ’97 
proved victorious in Texas’ hotly 
contested 7th Congressional Dis-
trict, which encompasses several 
wealthy Houston suburbs in west-
ern Harris County. 
Winning 52.5 percent of the 
vote, Fletcher defeated Republican 
incumbent John Culberson, who 
has been in Congress for 18 years. 
While the Houston-area district 
has been solidly Republican for 
five decades, then-presidential can-
didate Hillary Clinton beat Don-
ald Trump there by 1.4 percentage 
points in 2016. 
In September, the Washing-
ton Post’s conservative colum-
nist George Will referred to the 
campaign Fletcher was running 
in as “a template for 2020,” re-
marking on her ability to toe 
the middle line in one of Texas’ 
more competitive districts. 
Fletcher is a fifth-genera-
tion Houstonian. Before Ke-
nyon she attended St. John’s 
School, which is located in the 
7th Congressional District. 
At Kenyon, Fletcher graduat-
ed with highest honors in History 
and was elected to Phi Beta Kappa. 
In 2002, Kenyon awarded her the 
D. Morgan Smith Award, which 
recognizes outstanding service as 
a class agent. In 2006, she gradu-
ated from William and Mary Law 
School in Williamsburg, Va. where 
she served as editor-in-chief of the 
William and Mary Law Review.
After law school, Fletcher 
worked in high-stakes business 
litigation, first at Vinson and El-
kins and then at Ahmad, Za-
vitsanos, Anaipakos, Alavi and 
Mensing (AZA), where she be-
came the first woman to be a part-
ner at the firm in 2015. 
Before entering politics, Fletch-
er was active in the Houston com-
munity with volunteer and pro 
bono work. Fletcher was a found-
er of Planned Parenthood Young 
Leaders in 2000. 
 A newcomer to politics, Fletcher 
has said in interviews that she de-
cided to run after Trump won the 
2016 presidential election. 
Prominent women’s groups such 
as the Feminist Majority Political 
Action Committee, EMILY’s List, 
and the Planned Parenthood Ac-
tion Fund endorsed Fletcher. She 
coupled this national support from 
left-leaning groups with a campaign 
that emphasized her local roots.
After her victory on Nov. 6, 
Fletcher emphasized that her job 
is “to represent everyone,” vowing 
in an interview with the Houston 
Chronicle to establish partnerships 
with the local industries — aero-
space and energy — with whom 
Culberson had a strong rapport. 
In line with this moderate view 
on business, Fletcher said in an in-
terview with Houston Public Media 
that she believes fossil fuels will con-
tinue to drive the Houston econo-
my, but that it is still possible to pro-
tect the environment and support 
the energy sector by keeping a close 
watch on the operators working in 
the industry. 
Fletcher will be the first Ken-
yon alum to serve in the House of 
Representatives since Zack Space 
’83 represented Ohio’s 18th Con-
gressional District from 2007 to 
2011. President Sean Decatur is 
rooting for Fletcher because of 
her “Kenyon-ness.” 
“I think [Fletcher is] a great ex-
ample of an accomplished Kenyon 
alum who is making an interesting 
choice of how she can have an im-
pact on her country, her commu-
nity,” he said, “so we are proud and 
excited and ready to cheer her on as 
she heads to Washington.” 
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How do zebrafish think? 
What motivates their fishy 
hearts? What about mutant ze-
brafish? Exploring questions 
like these and more is the es-
sence of Sarah McPeek’s ’19 
project — “Kenyon Kernel,” a 
podcast about the sciences and 
the students right here at Ke-
nyon. McPeek, a biology ma-
jor, had the idea for the pod-
cast while on campus over the 
summer doing research. 
To prepare, McPeek lis-
tened to science-related pod-
casts like “RadioLab” and 
“Ologies.” She also interacted 
with other students doing re-
search on campus. “I realized 
that I still know so little about 
what other students devote so 
much of their time and energy 
to on this campus,” she said. 
“And I wanted to change that.” 
Thus, “Kenyon Kernel” 
was born out of a desire to 
bring research projects con-
ducted on Kenyon’s campus 
to the wider Kenyon com-
munity. At the same time, 
McPeek got the chance to 
educate herself on students’ 
personal projects.
Additionally, McPeek said 
that working on the podcast has 
kept her “grounded and appre-
ciative for all the professors and 
opportunities at Kenyon.”  
She also wants to bring her 
perspective to others. Attend-
ing a small liberal arts school 
with professors who are com-
mitted to the undergraduates 
in their fields, Kenyon stu-
dents receive opportunities 
for research and relationships 
with professors that are seldom 
available elsewhere. A podcast 
that explores students’ experi-
ences with these opportunities 
available only at Kenyon is cer-
tainly one way to spread that 
information.
Since starting this project in 
the summer, 
McPeek has 
interviewed 
nine stu-
dents, cov-
ering topics 
from storm 
kestrels to 
the Carthag-
inian gen-
eral Hanni-
bal Barca to the “evolutionary 
genetics of moss sex.” Each 
episode ranges from 40 to 50 
minutes and consists of an 
easygoing conversation about 
the topic at hand, peppered 
with jokes, fun tidbits and in-
teresting anecdotes.  
The light tone is intention-
al: McPeek’s podcast is aimed 
at the wider goal of expand-
ing science communication, 
bridging the apparent gulf in 
understanding between sci-
entists and the general public. 
“The best way to get past peo-
ple’s selectivity [of learning] is 
by being light and humorous,” 
McPeek said.
McPeek explained that the gap 
between the academic researcher 
and the general public has long 
existed, and the gap is only get-
ting bigger with the recent surge 
of anti-intellectualism. 
“Science has questions. The 
public wants answers,” McPeek 
said. She hopes that her pod-
cast will ultimately expand 
peoples’ worldviews by expos-
ing them to research from dif-
ferent disciplines, and elevate 
discussion of 
Kenyon’s re-
search beyond 
the Science 
Quad. 
McPeek’s 
goal is to start 
conversations 
that contin-
ue after the 
hour-long in-
terview. She hopes that Ke-
nyon students will listen to 
the  students featured on her 
podcast and will be interest-
ed enough that they seek out 
that student in person—fos-
tering a community built on 
a love of  knowledge.
For those interested in 
McPeek’s podcast, it releases 
new episodes are published 
weekly on Mondays and can 
be found under the name “Ker-
nel: A Pop Science Podcast for 
Kenyon College” on Spotify 
and Stitcher, as well as its own 
website, http://kenyonkernel.
buzzsprout.com.
‘Kenyon Kernel,’ a podcast on what STEM students are up to
Sarah McPeek ’19 interviews undergrad researchers about mutant zebrafish and “moss sex.”
JOSHUA LIN
STAFF WRITER
Sarah McPeek ’19 producing a podcast episode | ERYN POWELL
The best way 
to get past 
people’s selectivity [of 
learning] is by being 
light and humorous.
Sarah McPeek ’19
“
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Next year marks a pivotal moment in 
Kenyon’s history: the 50th anniversary of 
the first co-ed class at Kenyon. While this 
landmark event is one to celebrate, what 
this means for today’s Kenyon students 
differs from what it meant to those Kenyon 
students who arrived in 1969.
Kenyon did not become fully co-edu-
cational until 1973, but from 1969 to 1972 
women were allowed to attend the Coordi-
nate College. The two colleges were sepa-
rate in some ways 
and united in oth-
ers—although they 
shared one president, 
William G. Caples, 
the Coordinate Col-
lege was headed by 
Dean Doris B. Cro-
zier. 
This was not the 
only thing that di-
vided the two col-
leges and, by extension, men and women 
at Kenyon. Charles P. McIlvaine Professor 
of English Adele Davidson ’75 was a mem-
ber of the third class of women to graduate 
from Kenyon. At the time, female students 
were not allowed to participate in a num-
ber of school traditions, such as First-Year 
Sing and Matriculation. “We were told 
[First-Year Sing and Matriculation] were 
Kenyon traditions, and we were the Coor-
dinate College,” Davidson said. Once the 
College became fully co-ed in 1973, how-
ever, Davidson and her peers, then second 
semester sophomores, were permitted to 
sign the Matriculation Book. 
Women’s arrival on campus also meant 
the advent of many new policies. Not only 
did female students live in separate dorms 
from their male counterparts, but Dorms 
1, 2 and 3 (now McBride, Mather, and Ca-
ples, respectively) were built to accommo-
date the approximately 160 women who 
came to the Hill in 1969. 
These residence halls had very strict 
rules, including “parietal hours” that dic-
tated when men could 
visit the women’s dorms. 
Once these hours con-
cluded, women’s dorms 
would be locked from 
the inside for the eve-
ning. Women students 
frequently had to tap 
on other residents’ win-
dows after being locked 
out for the evening, ac-
cording to Davidson. 
Buildings were divided up between the 
two colleges, though most were given to 
Kenyon. According to the 1971-1972 Co-
ordinate College handbook, Gund Com-
mons was part of the Coordinate College, 
and Peirce Hall belonged to Kenyon. As a 
result, men generally ate in Peirce Hall and 
women usually ate in Gund Commons. 
“Both dining halls were open to everybody, 
but there was a little bit more of a sense 
that since the Gund Commons Dining 
Area was near the women’s dorms, it was 
more for the women,” Davidson said. She 
suggested that the traditional claiming of 
fraternity tables in Peirce also contributed 
to this divisiveness. 
Nevertheless, there were still many re-
sources on campus to support young wom-
en through this transition to coeducation. 
For instance, because the new dorms were 
unfinished when the women arrived in the 
fall of 1969, many local women opened their 
homes to incoming first years. As a result, 
they established an entire network of wom-
en in the Gambier community. According 
to Davidson, Crozier would sometimes lend 
her car to female students to drive to New 
York in order to get abortions prior to Roe 
v. Wade. For these early Kenyon women, life 
at a school in the process of becoming co-ed 
was challenging, but also an honor. “Being 
among the first women at a newly integrat-
ed school … had a bit of a pioneering qual-
ity to it that I liked,” Davidson said. “That 
captured my imagination.”
2019 will be the 50th anniversary of co-education at Kenyon
SOPHIE KRICHEVSKY
STAFF WRITER
[First-Year Sing 
and Matricula-
tion] were Kenyon tradi-
tions, and we were the 
Coordinate College.
Professor of English
Adele Davidson ’75
“
On Sept. 8 1969, the Collegian announced the opening of the Coordinate College 
and invited both men and women to join the paper’s staff. | COLLEGIAN ARCHIVES
Diwali dinner and dance brings festival to Kenyon campus    
Students, faculty and com-
munity members packed them-
selves into the Gund Commons 
ballroom on Saturday to celebrate 
Diwali, the festival of lights. The 
building’s exterior was adorned 
with rangoli (an art form consist-
ing of colorful patterns drawn on 
the ground) and diya (oil lamps 
made from clay), both typical as-
pects of the festival celebration. 
Roy T. Wortman Distinguished 
Professor of History Wendy Sing-
er told the story of the King Rama 
and Sita from the ancient epic 
poem, the Ramayana — consid-
ered the origin of the Diwali fes-
tival by Hindus in North India 
— using puppets she acquired in 
her travels to the country. Singer’s 
speech was followed by a classi-
cal Indian dance performance to 
a medley of Bollywood songs per-
taining to the festival. 
The event, co-hosted by Presi-
dent of International Students at 
Kenyon Elvin Shrestha ’19 and 
South Asian Society President 
Sriya Chadalavada ’19, began as 
an event for students who may 
have been homesick at the time 
of the festival. 
“I remember sophomore year, 
looking on Facebook at photos 
of my family celebrating Diwali,” 
said Shrestha,.“I remember telling 
Sriya, ‘Oh my god, I miss Diwali.’ 
She said that we could have it here, 
but I thought that was ridiculous. 
Who would come? Who cares 
about Diwali?” 
According to Shrestha and 
Chadalavada, more than 350 peo-
ple, including President Sean De-
catur, attended the first Diwali 
dinner held last year. 
This year, the line for food 
wrapped all the way around 
the walls of Gund Commons. 
Participants began the event by 
lighting the diya and drawing 
rangoli, after sunset they set off 
sparklers, a fire-safe alternative 
to the traditional fireworks. 
The diversity of religious be-
liefs and practices in South Asia 
posed a challenge to Shrestha and 
Chadalavada, who aimed to make 
the event as inclusive as possible. 
“The reason I celebrate Diwali 
is very different from the reason 
Sriya does,” said Shrestha. “I’m 
from Nepal, Sriya’s family is from 
South India, and then things are 
very different in Bangladesh. The 
one unifying theme is that it’s the 
festival of lights. It’s supposed to 
signify the victory of good over 
evil.” Although Diwali is typi-
cally associated with Hinduism, 
Sikhs, Jains and even some Bud-
dhist groups celebrate the fes-
tival. Among Hindus, Diwali is 
associated with different gods in 
different regions. 
The Diwali dinner is not just 
a cultural event — it’s also an op-
portunity for Kenyon’s community 
members to enjoy authentic Indian 
food. This year, dahl, chicken tik-
ka masala and Hyderabadi dum 
biryani were served, along with 
hundreds of glasses of mango las-
si. “Diwali is a big highlight of my 
time at Kenyon,” diner Rose Bialer 
’20 said. “The community here is 
always warm and welcoming, and 
the food is fantastic.” The food this 
year was provided by Dakshin, a 
restaurant in Columbus. 
“It’s so comforting to hear that 
even though Kenyon is not the 
most diverse of places, diversity is 
still at the front of a lot of people’s 
minds,” Chadalavada said. “It’s 
great to see people wanting to learn 
more, and wanting to reach out.”
DANTE KANTER
FEATURES EDITOR
A post-dinner celebration | ARMIYA SHAIKH Students dancing to a Bollywood medley  | ARMIYA SHAIKH Lighting sparklers after sunset | ARMIYA SHAIKH
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On Sunday afternoon, a se-
lect audience went on a musical 
and theatrical adventure from 
Venice to Naples to Florence. 
Kenyon’s Opera and Musical 
Theatre Workshop (affection-
ately dubbed “OpShop”) Nov. 
3 performance, A Tour of Italy, 
featured many special voices 
and talents, all enrolled in the 
course, Opera and Musical The-
ater Workshop (MUSC 483), of-
fered each semester at Kenyon. 
The performance — which 
took place in Brandi Recital 
Hall and was organized by 
Adjunct Instructor of Voice 
Jennifer Marcellana — con-
sisted of two acts, each intend-
ed to transport the viewer to a 
scene of Italy. While each in-
dividual talent was notable in 
their own right, perhaps the 
most memorable pieces were 
group songs, as they incorpo-
rated elaborate blocking and 
showcased the actors’ unique-
ly whimsical chemistry. 
Sarah Dailey ’20, who pre-
viously stage managed for Op-
Shop, participated in two of 
these group numbers: the open-
ing of the second act, entitled 
“We Open in Venice,” from the 
musical Kiss Me, Kate and the 
grand, upbeat closing number 
featuring the whole company 
entitled “Sposalizio” from The 
Most Happy Fella. 
While the haphazard nature 
of “We Open in Venice” seemed 
to complement the humor of the 
song by design, there was actu-
ally not much time to practice 
the choreography for the act, ac-
cording to Dailey. Despite this 
drawback, the raw, vivacious en-
ergy of the cast carried the per-
formance through to a genuine-
ly uplifting effect on its viewers. 
While Marcellana was the 
faculty member involved in or-
ganizing the production, the 
members of OpShop had many 
directorial opportunities. For 
students interested in both dra-
ma and music, OpShop is one of 
the few departmental programs 
that “really … brings together 
the theatrical and the musi-
cal aspects,” Dailey said. Stu-
dent directors were assigned to 
numbers in the show, creatively 
managing the blocking of each 
number, as well as each num-
ber’s dramatic effect. “My job 
was to help [the cast] vary their 
movement and their actions in a 
specific way — in an intentional 
way that … helped them tell the 
story of the song,” Dailey said.
This storytelling is a hallmark 
of the way in which Marcellana 
designs her shows; the audience 
is not merely watching a group 
of students singing in Brandi, 
but also experiencing a scene 
with established characters and 
corresponding garb. Discuss-
ing her costume for the trouser 
role of Nicklausse in the duet 
“Belle nuit, ô nuit d’amour,” 
Dailey said, “Since technically 
… in a performance, I would 
have been dressed as a male, 
[Marcellana] thought it would 
be fun to … have us be a little 
in character,” she said. Dailey 
explained that this is a com-
mon theme for OpShop caba-
ret performances. “[The per-
formances] have … a dash of 
character, or a dash of theatri-
cal, even though it’s mostly a 
sung performance.” 
The production had no set, or 
even elaborate choreography. 
The resources to make the per-
formance into a full produc-
tion were simply not available. 
Even so, while it is doubtful 
anyone was actually convinced 
they were located in Naples 
while sitting in the wooden 
halls of Brandi, Marcellana 
and her cast transported the 
audience there in spirit.
OpShop visits Venice with an Italian-inspired performance
SABRINA HALAVI
STAFF WRITER
The Opera and Musical Theater Workshop don costumes and sing in Brandi Hall. | BELLA HATKOFF
Last Friday night at Rosse Hall, a voice 
echoed:  “It is indeed — November.” Those 
were among the first words the poet Rita 
Dove spoke to a captivated audience. The 
statement was just a simple observation on 
the weather  — but the lyricism and grace of 
Dove’s diction would make it seem she was 
prophesying, speaking on something greater. 
The audience sat in awe. 
Indeed, it was Nov. 9 that Pulitzer Prize 
winner and former United States Poet Laure-
ate Rita Dove visited Kenyon to give the key-
note Denham Sutcliffe Memorial Lecture as a 
part of the Kenyon Review Literary Festival. 
The only poet to have received both the Na-
tional Humanities Medal and the National 
Medal of Arts, Dove has yet another prize to 
include in her trophy collection: the Kenyon 
Review Award for Literary Achievement. 
The award, which she received in New 
York on Nov. 7, honors “writers whose influ-
ence and importance have shaped the Ameri-
can literary landscape.”
Dove’s poetry fuses the lyrical with the his-
torical. It focuses on the beauty of words, how 
they’re pronounced, the way they fall from 
our mouths — and she frames this beautiful 
lyricism in a sort of personal and historical 
context. She has an acute eye for exact detail, 
bringing into attention the elegance of words.
 For example, one of the poems she read 
on Friday, “Singsong,” depicts her childhood 
with a fine sense of language: “When I was 
young, the moon spoke in riddles / and the 
stars rhymed … I was narrowly sweet, infi-
nitely cruel, / tongued in honey and coddled 
in milk.” She took pauses between commas, 
her voice reverberating throughout Rosse.
Dove grew up in Akron, Ohio — just an 
hour away from Kenyon. In her lecture, she 
described herself as a shy child whose fas-
cination with libraries, books and wisdom 
opened up the world to her with imagination. 
As a child, she often dreamed that someone 
like her could appear on the shelves. She cit-
ed Harold and the Purple Crayon as one of 
her favorite books because it demonstrated 
that she could build her own world using one 
simple crayon. 
Throughout her lecture, Dove shared her 
creative process: the craft of writing, why she 
favors specific poetic forms and even the ex-
act time when she prefers to write (from mid-
night to 4 a.m. — “I am vampirish in that 
way,” she admitted). She referenced a writing 
exercise inspired by the German poet Rain-
er Maria Rilke, how to get rid of self-con-
sciousness while writing, and the allegorical 
meaning to the classic fable The Sword in the 
Stone that she applies to writing (“Greed and 
strength do not write a good poem; elegance 
and kindness do”). Dove is a poet intensely 
committed to her craft.  
During contentious political times, Dove 
offered a sense of warmth and sanctuary 
Friday. She didn’t talk about the midterm 
elections, the president or current events; 
instead, she offered her advice, her love for 
writing and her compassion for the quiet 
moments. When Dove was done with her 
speech, the crowd let out a cacophony of ap-
plause. It was a night of poetry. Most of all, it 
was a very November night. 
Rita Dove reads at Literary Festival Poet receives Kenyon Review literary achievement award. 
SAM BRODSKY
STAFF WRITER
Poet Rita Dove takes the stage to read in Rosse Hall on Friday. | ERYN POWELL
Opera and Musical Theater Workshop students present songs and dances in Brandi Hall.
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As many Studio Art students and 
faculty were walking into Horvitz 
Seminar Room on Nov. 8, Professor 
Emeritus of Art Barry Gunderson 
asked Adam Lucas ’06 and Allison 
O’Flinn ’07, “Are you employed?” 
“Yes,” both replied ecstatically. 
Careers in design post-Kenyon have 
figured prominently in the 2018-
19 Mesaros Visiting Artist Series, 
which sponsored the two profes-
sionals’ visit to campus. Each artist 
gave a brief presentation on their 
chosen educational and career path. 
Although Lucas and O’Flinn de-
scribed separate experiences, both 
of their lectures showed how the Ke-
nyon Studio Art minor can elevate a 
hobby into a design career.
Lucas opened with his idea-
driven approach, “from content, to 
idea, to work,” where, as the artist 
continued, “ideas are found and 
not invented.” His major in English 
at Kenyon inspired him to combine 
his passion for writing with his 
passion for visual art.  After receiv-
ing his M.F.A. at the Rhode Island 
School of Art and Design (RISD), 
he and friend Andrew McClair cre-
ated AALL (short for their names 
and referred to as “All Press”), a 
literary-art magazine where typog-
raphy and design lead for new ways 
of collaboration between various 
creative sectors.
After graduation, Lucas and Mc-
Clair moved to New York to start 
their independent graphic design 
studio, LeClair Lucas, where the two 
“worked in close collaboration with 
artists, projects and cultural institu-
tions to produce [visual] identities, 
publications” and were later invited 
to art direct the architecture and de-
sign publication Metropolis.
Lucas then discussed his expe-
rience teaching at RISD, the Pratt 
Institute, the School of Visual Arts 
and the Maryland Institute of Art. 
At the Maryland Institute, he came 
up with a pop-up project idea for 
his course on visual narratives. 
The students had to come up with 
an idea that was not commodifi-
able, but beneficial to society. This 
project idea helped earn him a po-
sition at the Kansas City Art Insti-
tute, where he is now on the tenure 
track. Lucas concluded by describ-
ing his return to photography, in-
spired by his undergrad projects for 
Gunderson and Professor of Art 
Marcella Hackbardt. 
After Lucas’ presentation, 
O’Flinn started her lecture by de-
scribing her “unorthodox” journey 
towards discovering her passion for 
design. After graduating from Ken-
yon with a B.A. in American Stud-
ies, she spent four years working for 
the National League of Women 
Voters. She reminisced about 
how this experience influenced 
her later work. 
“[Working with the National 
League of Women Voters] taught 
me how to create content for myself 
… learn about social systems and 
how you use social systems to work 
into my process,” O’Flinn said. 
Wanting to return to visual 
art, O’Flinn decided to pursue her 
M.F.A. in Visual Communication 
Design at the School of the Art 
Institute of Chicago (SAIC). Her 
M.F.A thesis tackles coping with a 
rare neurological movement dis-
order that causes her to experience 
twitching, among other symptoms. 
“Performing and contorting my 
body in everyday life speaks to the 
larger issue of women and feminism 
experiencing the idea of otherness,” 
O’Flinn said. She showed a video to 
demonstrate feats she is unable to do 
in real life, such as holding two wa-
ter glasses at the same time. 
O’Flinn was scouted by Kindle 
Communications after she started 
posting her artwork on social me-
dia, and she now works as a senior 
designer there. O’Flinn is also em-
ployed as a lecturer at SAIC. 
“As an art major, I feel like my 
work is constantly pulling me in 
so many directions. It was really 
cool to see that both of these art-
ists take successful liberties with-
out having to commit to one dis-
tinct style at a time,” Sarah Sklar 
’19 said. “Knowing that they 
are Kenyon alums, who learned 
from some of the professors who 
have taught me, gave me insight 
into where their work came from 
and where my own work could 
potentially go.” 
Lucas’ and O’Flinn’s lectures 
marked the second-to-last install-
ment of the Mesaros Visiting Art-
ist Series for the fall semester. The 
series, which is financed by the 
Mesaros Art Fund, will bring Paul 
Kahn ’71 to campus on Dec. 3. The 
Department of Studio Art uses the 
series to curate various artists to 
lecture about their artistic practic-
es. The lectures are meant to ben-
efit students studying studio arts by 
showing them where their educa-
tion can lead.
‘Next to Normal’ explores reality of mental illness and grief
Strong, emotional performances helped make the Kenyon College Players’ fall musical a hit. 
JAMES SUSSMAN
STAFF WRITER
Artists Adam Lucas ’06 and Allison O’Flinn ’07 | BELLA HATKOFF
Adam Lucas ’06 and Allison O’Flinn ’07 talk careers in design
MAE HUNT
ARTS EDITOR
The “Next to Normal” cast performs a group number. | COURTESY OF OLIVIA MARR
Els Dusek ’21, as Diana, expresses feelings 
of loss. | COURTESY OF OLIVIA MARR
Last weekend, the Kenyon College Players 
(KCP) presented “Next to Normal,” a musical 
that questions what it means to be “fine” and 
what it means to feel. The show, which ran on 
Broadway from 2009 to 2011, tells the story of a 
family coming apart at the seams. The mother, 
Diana, suffers from bipolar disorder and other 
negative mental health symptoms as a result of 
the death of her infant son 18 years prior. Early 
in the show, she stops taking her medication, 
and experiences a downward spiral as a result. 
Diana’s health strains her relationships with her 
husband and daughter, who are each dealing 
with mental health issues of their own. 
KCP’s production, directed by Garrick 
Schultz ’20, was staged in the Black Box Theater 
on Nov. 8 and 9. Free tickets vanished quickly 
due to a limited number of seats. Several au-
dience members who had been placed on the 
waitlist for tickets, but wanted to see the show 
anyway, chose to sit on risers separating rows 
of seats. Despite the squeezing, the intimacy of 
the venue suited the performance well. “Next 
to Normal” does not feature extravagant dance 
numbers, costumes or sets. It is a show about 
mental illness, treatment, family dysfunction 
and the debilitating isolation of grief, all issues 
traditionally kept behind closed doors. The con-
fined space of the Black Box placed the audience 
on the front lines of a deeply personal drama, 
resulting in a viewing experience that is as un-
settling as it is moving. 
The show’s six-person cast was essential 
in getting this emotional punch to land. Each 
cast member sang beautifully, but it was their 
believable portrayal of their characters’ respec-
tive struggles that hit the most impressive notes. 
While clearly well-rehearsed, the characters’ in-
teractions with each other brimmed with genu-
ine, raw feeling. 
Els Dusek ’21 anchored the show with her 
portrayal of Diana. Her performance reflected 
the highs and lows Diana sings about in “I Miss 
the Mountains,” with moments of stillness and 
moments of devastating eruption. Diana re-
mains sympathetic even when she is hurting 
the people around her because Dusek commu-
nicates her pain so well. 
The strength of Diana’s grief was magnified 
by the performance of Brennan Doyle ’21, whose 
character encompasses the ghost of Diana’s de-
ceased son as well as Diana’s own darkest im-
pulses, a sort of personified version of mental 
illness. The character is an ominous, seductive 
presence that escalates into unhinged menace 
as the show goes on. Doyle was as fun to watch 
as he was terrifying, with the song “I’m Alive” as 
a definite standout. As he dashed around the set 
with exuberance, Doyle made eye contact with 
members of the audience, reminding them of 
his omnipresent threat. 
The rest of the cast was also excellent. 
Ethan Starr ’20 was endearing and sympathet-
ic as Dan, Diana’s husband, who suppresses his 
own grief in order to support his wife. Skyler 
Lesser-Roy ’22 balanced frustration with dry 
humor in her performance as Natalie, Diana 
and Dan’s daughter. The chemistry between 
her and Henry Ratliff ’20, who played Natalie’s 
love interest, provided the show with several 
of its more uplifting moments. Jon Hammond 
’20 played two separate psychiatrists, and his 
mimicry of a stereotypical therapist’s cadence 
was a joy to watch.
These performances also benefited from the 
pit band, comprised of Kenyon students. Posi-
tioned on either side of the show’s action, the 
band helped further bridge the audience and 
the performance. Although the music occa-
sionally made it difficult to hear the actors when 
they were away from the microphones down-
stage, it was a positive, dynamic contribution to 
the overall performance. 
A show like “Next to Normal” requires a 
great deal of sensitivity and commitment in or-
der to be successful. Mental illness is often mis-
represented and trivialized in media, despite 
being a very real issue from which an increas-
ing number of people report suffering. KCP’s 
production handled these issues with nuance 
and gravity. The show ends on an uplifting note, 
with each character reaching an arm out to-
wards the audience as light floods the stage. The 
message is one of understanding, connection 
and hope. As the final line of the musical states, 
“There will be light.”
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STAFF EDITORIAL
When art is 
offensive
ANNA ZINANTI
 Policing the way people naturally move 
around our “walking” campus should not be 
the focus of the officers employed to keep us 
safe, but the focus should be to protect people 
from vehicles. The statewide laws that apply 
to our rural town do not make sense, as car 
traffic is minimal and people consistently do 
not use crosswalks. 
Jaywalking laws have a social history that 
puts much of the burden on lower class peo-
ple without cars, and minority groups who 
are harassed under the guise of jaywalking. 
These laws supposedly intend to protect pe-
destrians, but they end up only protecting 
drivers from liability. There should be a wider 
effort to make drivers more aware of their 
surroundings: Cars can be considered lethal 
weapons, so there should not be an automatic 
deference given to drivers. We should rather 
focus on making our campus a safer place for 
us all to walk, drive, bike and commute. 
Jaywalking laws have historically pro-
tected those who drive recklessly. When cars 
were first invented, people and cars shared 
the roadways. It was common for city lights to 
blind pedestrians so that they got hit by cars. 
According to The Detroit News, at the close of 
the 1920s automobiles had killed more than 
250,000 people, 60 percent of whom were 
children under the age of nine. 
With increasing fatalities, solutions to 
preventing accidents were needed, such as 
crosswalks and sidewalks. The auto indus-
try funded an increasing number of studies 
coming out in favor of controlling how and 
where people walk so as to give more space 
to vehicles. This started at a time of huge eco-
nomic inequality, weak unions and low taxes; 
the deaths of pedestrians became the fallout 
of oppression and a culture that said either 
have money or get run over. 
Current jaywalking 
laws stem from “broken 
window” theory. These 
laws are used to dissuade 
disorder by creating an 
atmosphere of order, but 
they are ultimately and 
commonly employed by 
police to confront and 
harass those they sus-
pect of nefarious activity. This has relevance 
in Gambier, too. In summer 2017, three stu-
dents of color participating in the Kenyon Re-
view Young Writers’ Program were confront-
ed by Knox County Sheriff Office (KCSO) 
Deputy Kevin Williams for walking in the 
road near the first-year quad, according to a 
Sept. 2017 Collegian article. 
But according to a peer-reviewed study by 
New York University Langone Medical Cen-
ter, jaywalking laws do not even address the 
issue of pedestrians getting hit. Forty-four 
percent of accidents happen at crosswalks, 
and only 23 percent happen mid-block. We 
should promote safe free-walking spaces in 
areas over which the College has jurisdiction, 
not try to restrict and limit them. 
The United Kingdom has no jaywalk-
ing laws, yet has half the rate of pedestrian 
deaths due to automobiles, according to a 
2011 study by the BBC. UK city planners 
have experimented with share-spaces as a 
solution, places where there are no clear de-
marcations. It seems counter intuitive, but 
research shows other-
wise: After implement-
ing a share-space it was 
reported that casualties 
fell by 43 percent once 
signs, markings and pe-
destrian barriers were 
removed. I cannot say 
what is the best solution 
to addressing car-pedes-
trian accidents, but cracking down on jay-
walking is not one of them. 
With KCSO’s announcement that it will 
be giving more attention to jaywalking in 
Gambier, I am confused as to why they think 
walking is an issue. They might just be trying 
to flex authority and infringe on our liberty, 
as there is no strong evidence that jaywalking 
laws keep people safe. These laws only serve to 
pester people who are just walking.
Ben Nutter ’21 is an undeclared major 
from Los Angeles, Calif. You can contact him 
at nutter1@kenyon.edu.
Pedestrians, not cars, should be protected 
first and foremost on our ‘walking campus’
We should pro-
mote safe free-
walking spaces in areas 
over which the College 
has jurisdiction.
“
BEN NUTTER
PHOTOGRAPHY EDITOR
Strict jaywalking laws have failed to keep streets of Gambier safe.
If the College wants to genuine-
ly honor Native American Heritage 
Month this November, it should start 
by taking a long, hard look at the two 
statues stationed on the back patio of 
Peirce Hall.
The statues, titled Indian Hunter 
and Pronghorn Antelope (2002), are 
bronze replicas of the originals, which 
were created in 1917 by the white 
American sculptor Paul Manship. One 
statue is of a Native American man, 
crouched  with bow in hand. He has 
just shot an arrow, which is visible in 
the side of the pronghorn antelope de-
picted in the second statue. The piece 
is part of the Gund Gallery Collection, 
gifted by Graham Gund ’63 H’81 and 
his wife Ann in 2015.
While we recognize the Gunds’ 
generosity, we do not believe that In-
dian Hunter and Pronghorn Antelope 
should remain on display at Kenyon. 
The sculpture perpetuates basic and 
offensive stereotypes of Indigenous 
people as “uncivilized” hunter-gather-
ers who have no place in modern soci-
ety. The man’s braided hair, moccasins 
and scant attire (a few furs around his 
waist) play on white misconceptions 
of Indigenous identity. The piece does 
not represent the lived experience of 
any real Indigenous person — only 
Wild West fantasy.
On its website, the Gund Gallery ar-
gues that placing the statues at Peirce 
“leads to questions about the ethics of 
hunting and fosters dialog concern-
ing the complicated issue of food pro-
duction and delivery.” If that dialogue 
exists, we have not heard it. Instead, 
among students, we have heard almost 
no dialogue at all. In most of our day-
to-day lives, the statues blend into the 
background of the dining hall we fre-
quent every day.
The College and the Gallery dis-
play Indian Hunter and Pronghorn 
Antelope without comment or even a 
placard. In doing so, they allow the 
sculpture’s most harmful elements to 
go unchallenged.
The public presentation of the 
sculpture is, at its core, a betrayal of 
Kenyon’s educational mission. It pres-
ents a trope as truth and grants a ste-
reotype the College’s seal of approval. 
We urge Kenyon to honor its ideals 
and take down the statues.
The staff editorial is written weekly 
by editors-in-chief Cameron Messinides 
’19 and Devon Musgrave-Johnson ’19, 
managing editor Grant Miner ’19 and 
executive director Matt Mandel ’19. You 
can contact them at messinidesc@ken-
yon.edu, musgravejohnsond@kenyon.
edu, minerg@kenyon.edu and man-
delm@kenyon.edu, respectively.
The opinions page is a space for members of the community to discuss issues relevant to the campus and the world at large. The opinions expressed on this page belong only to the writer. Columns and letters to the editors do not reflect the 
opinions of the Collegian staff. All members of the community are welcome to express opinions through a letter to the editor. 
The Kenyon Collegian reserves the right to edit all letters submitted for length and clarity. The Collegian cannot accept anonymous or pseudonymous letters. Letters must be signed by individuals, not organizations, and must be 200 words or fewer. 
Letters must also be received no later than the Tuesday prior to publication. The Kenyon Collegian prints as many letters as possible each week subject to space, interest and appropriateness. Members of the editorial board reserve the right to reject any 
submission. The views expressed in the paper do not necessarily reflect the views of Kenyon College.
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Across
1. ydutS
5. The ____ and the 
Furious
9. Graven image
13. Permissible for 
Muslims
14. Bye, in Bologna
15. Its sections in-
clude the parabola 
and circle
16. Crumble away
17. Revamps an old 
movie
19. To the beach
21. Portrait
22. Kenyon’s only 
week-long break
24. British actor  
McKellan
25. Bee’s cousin
26. Keeper of the 
cash, for students on 
the Hill
29. Like final exam 
season
34. “Should’ve Been 
Us” singer Kelly
35. Prepare a ship for 
storage, perhaps
36. Like water, con-
troversially
38. “Dammit _____,” 
from Rocky Horror 
Picture Show
39. Attempt
40. 22-Across meal, 
for a vegetarian
42. To meet the mov-
ers and shakers, with 
46-Across
43. Plastic pipe
46. See 42-Across
47. Tonight’s feast!
53. People pleaser
56. Small amount (of 
hope, perhaps)
57. Chair for a frog
59. Cherish
60. Seedy Southern 
vegetable
61. Succulent for sun-
burns
62. Like those with 
pocket-protectors
63. Fruit skin
64. To transmit
65. Christmas pres-
ents, for good chil-
dren
Down
1. Swamp
2. Hello, in Hawaii
3. Rn, to a Chemistry 
major
4. Working a desk
5. Radio and televi-
sion police
6. Garlicky sauce
7. Secretion, in prep-
aration for 22-Across
8. Adopted a stray
9. Frosting
10. To catch some z’s
11. George          
Washingtons
12. Not more
13. Godsend in a win-
ter dorm room
18. “La Vie Bohème” 
musical
20. Jacob’s hairy 
twin
23. Nibble inces-
santly
26. Whack
27. Gratis
28. Mount Vernon, 
for example
29. What is beaten 
around
30. ____ the Woods
31. Citizen of Kuwait 
or Oman
32. Pen tip
33. Rent a room
34. Pitch
37. Pitch
38. Triumphant
41. Clouds up a win-
dow
43. Spherical veg-
etables
44. Panormas
45. Inhabitant of 
Louisiana, maybe
47. Foot-mechanism 
for piano
48. Sing a country 
song
49. Audio comple-
ment
50. Like the tower of 
academia
51. Tiny Wonka     
candies
52. Between white 
and black, to a Brit
53. Perched
54. Fish bowl, in    
Honolulu
55. To whittle
58. Directed
CROSSWORD Cameron Austin Opinions Editor 
Congrats to  Brennan Steele ’19, Conner McEldowney ’19 and Ben Fuhr 
’20,  for submitting a correct solution to last week’s puzzle!
 Did you finish this crossword? Email a photo of your finished crossword 
to  collegian@kenyon.edu for a chance to get a shoutout!
Thanksgiving, in the imagi-
nation: I conjure an image re-
sembling “Freedom from Want” 
— that classic portrait of the 
American holiday — by Nor-
man Rockwell. At the head of 
the table, the hardworking ma-
triarch presents her turkey to the 
jubilant eyes of her kin. The pa-
triarch, a head above her, looks 
down with approval. The family 
is well-ordered and white and 
obedient.
Despite its lasting popular-
ity, the Rockwell image is one 
of contradictions. Gratitude fills 
the dining room — though the 
feeling is made possible only by 
material abundance. The title 
speaks of “freedom” — but this 
“freedom” manifests itself as an 
impulse to conform, to follow 
the script of a holiday written for 
someone else.
For many of us, there is a gap 
between the picture we image 
and the holiday we experience. 
But this does not mean that the 
spirit of Thanksgiving must be 
dismissed.
I, for one, find it difficult to 
be grateful for my blessings; I 
would much rather complain. It 
is my family’s tradition to play 
the “Thanksgiving Game” after 
the holiday dinner. Each round 
of the game focuses on a par-
ticular individual in the room, 
and the other players will write 
down something about that per-
son for which they are thankful 
on anonymous slips of paper. 
The slips are gathered up and 
read by a single player, at which 
point the individual described 
must guess who wrote what. 
The game is 
wholesome, 
perhaps, but 
I never en-
joyed it. It is 
too hard to 
think about 
your bless-
ings; too 
easy to in-
stead think of your complaints.
This Thanksgiving season, 
I am trying to write a script 
for myself, to express grateful-
ness fully and genuinely. I give 
thanks for Kenyon faculty and 
staff, who have invested so much 
in me. I give thanks for the 
books I’ve read and the lessons 
I’ve learned. I give thanks for 
the opportunity to write for this 
newspaper, and the many other 
opportunities 
this campus 
has given me. 
I give thanks 
for the new 
friendships 
I’ve made and 
the old ones 
I’ve kept — es-
pecially when 
I see them tonight, gathered 
around a table for Peircegiving. 
I’ve found that, as of late, 
Thanksgiving is my favorite hol-
iday. I know the actual holiday 
never goes as desired, and that 
will probably never  change. The 
long awkward pauses over the 
dinner table will continue, as will 
the burnt turkeys and brussels 
sprouts. But the spirit of Thanks-
giving transcends the one day, 
and the holiday can serve as a 
gentle reminder to us all. 
The Shaker hymn “Simple 
Gifts” rings through my head 
this time of year. It reminds us 
all to pause and enjoy what it 
means to be alive: “’Tis the gift 
to be simple, ’tis the gift to be 
free / ’Tis the gift to come down 
where we ought to be.” ’Tis in-
deed a simple gift to be.
Cameron Austin ’20 is a 
mathematics and philosophy 
major from Chattanooga, Tenn. 
You can contact him at austin1@
kenyon.edu.
CAMERON AUSTIN
OPINIONS EDITOR
For many of us, 
there is a gap 
between the picture we 
imagine and the holiday 
we experience. 
“
Thanksgiving, and the forgotten spirit beyond the holiday
The dinner table and the season will disappoint, but simple gratitude can guide our lives.
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Lords
The Lords swim and dive 
team fell in their third meet 
of the season against Denison 
University who now have claim 
to the title of the best NCAA 
Division III team thus far. 
Denison defeated Kenyon by a 
final tally of 188.5 to 109.5 at 
the Trumbull Aquatics Center 
in Granville, Ohio.
For the Lords, Ryder Sam-
mons ’19 had an extraordinary 
showing, winning both the 
one- and three-meter boards. 
Sammons finished with an im-
pressive 256.35 in the one-me-
ter and a 259.88 in the three-
meter. Nicholas Tong ’22 scored 
18 total points in two events. 
Tong finished first in both the 
100 backstroke with a time 
of 51.66 and the 100 butterf ly 
with a time of 49.98. Kenyon 
only won one other event: The 
200 freestyle relay team of Cole 
McMahon-Gioeli ’21, Tommy 
Weiss ’20, Marcus Hong ’21 
and Weston Carpenter ’19 post-
ed a time of 1:23.70.  
The Lord’s finished as run-
ner-ups in five events: Robert 
Williams ’19 in the 200 free 
with 1:42.82, Weiss in the 100 
free with 47.08, Patrick Ol-
msted ’21 in the 200 breast-
stroke with 2:10.86, and Con-
nor Rumpit ’20 in the 500 free 
with 4:40.91.
The Lords look to learn from 
this performance as they antic-
ipate challenging competition 
in The Ohio State Invitational 
this upcoming week.
Ladies
The Kenyon College wom-
en’s swim and dive team com-
peted in a tough meet against 
North Coast Athletic Confer-
ence (NCAC) rival, Denison 
University. Kenyon fought 
well and earned three event 
wins, one from Crile Hart ’21 
and two from Abby Wilson 
’19. However, Denison still 
came out on top with a final 
score of 168-132. 
Wilson recorded her first 
ever triumph in the 50-yard 
free race by finishing with a 
time of 23.95, which was soon 
followed by teammate Celina 
German ’21, who took second 
with a time of 53.76. Wilson 
also triumphed in the 100-
yard freestyle, ending with a 
time of 51.75, which cleared 
her another NCAA “B” cut 
award.
Two other Ladies earned 
individual wins. Hannah Or-
bach-Mandel ’19 earned a 
time of 1:53:51 in the 200-yard 
freestyle. Kendall Vanderhoof 
’20 swam close behind and 
clocked in at 1:53.8. Vander-
hoof also swam in the 500-
yard freestyle and recorded a 
time of 5:10.47. 
High on the diving board, 
Madeline Carlson ’19 won 
the three-meter competition 
with a score of 231.23 and also 
placed third in the one-meter 
competition, scoring a 233.85.
“The season has been off 
to a tough start, but I’m real-
ly looking forward to the rest 
of the season, especially this 
meet at Ohio State,” Julia Mo-
ran ’21 said. “We have a large 
number of really strong swim-
mers with a lot of different 
strengths and I know we’re re-
ally going to give it our all for 
the rest of the year.”
The Ladies will return to the 
waters next week when they 
travel to Columbus, Ohio to 
participate in a three-day Ohio 
State University Invitational.
Denison defeats Kenyon swim team Both Lords and Ladies look for improvements after early losses.
Lords
On Monday, the Lords’ bas-
ketball team competed in its first 
game of the season and fell to 
Geneva College 72-57. The last 
time the Lords played the Ge-
neva College Tornadoes was in 
the 2015-16 campaign, where the 
Lords secured a 83-71 victory. 
The Lords were competi-
tive throughout the entire 
contest. They climbed their 
only lead with the score 15-12 
at the 12:15 mark. The Lords 
trailed by five at the half, and 
while the Tornadoes were able 
to grow their lead into double 
digits, the Lords rallied back 
to trim the deficit to seven, 
trailing 59-52 with 4:38 left in 
the game. 
Three-pointers were sparse: 
The Lords held the Tornadoes 
to 1-for-12 from behind the 
arc. The crux for the Lords in 
this matchup was the points 
in the paint, as the Tornadoes 
doubled the Lords amount 44 
to 22, respectively. 
Even in the loss, there 
were various bright spots for 
the Lords. Last year’s leading 
scorer, guard Matt Shifrin ’19, 
scored a team-high 16 points. 
Carter Powell ’20 produced 12 
points and compiled a game-
high 16 rebounds. In only 13 
minutes of game time, Chris-
tian Watanabe ’22 put up 10 
points on 4-5 shooting, and 
2-3 from behind the arc.
“We played hard and com-
peted well throughout the 
game,” Elijah Friedman ’22 
said. “We rebounded well of-
fensively, which is typically a 
good indicator of effort level. 
The team is made up of six 
freshmen out of 12 total, so it 
was encouraging to see some 
of our freshmen give quality 
minutes in their first game.”
The Lord’s next game is at 
Albion College at 6 p.m. on Fri-
day against Trine University.
Ladies
Last night, the Ladies basket-
ball team faced off against The 
College of Wooster and won by 
a score of 88-67. Kenyon is head-
ing into their 2018-19 season 
riding on the momentum of last 
year’s record of 21-6, which gar-
nered them a top-four finish in 
the North Coast Athletic Con-
ference (NCAC). 
Coach Suzanne Helfant, who 
is entering her 24th season as the 
head of the program, will lean 
on a strong scoring backcourt in 
Paige Matijasich ’20 and Jessica 
Gerber ’19. Last year, Matijasich 
ranked third amongst all NCAC 
players in scoring, averaging 
13.9 points while hitting 40.7 
percent of shots from the floor. 
Meanwhile, Gerber contribut-
ed an average of 10.7 points per 
game and was top eight in the 
NCAC in assists. The frontcourt 
will be anchored by Lane Davis 
’19, who averaged six points and 
six rebounds last season and is 
poised to help lead a strong se-
nior core.  
A solid class of first years 
also appear ready to make an 
immediate impact. Greta Propp 
’22, Amanda Carroll ’22 and 
Bridget Molnar ’22 are all for-
wards who will support the 
strong tradition of rim-pro-
tecting that the Ladies have es-
tablished.  Last season Kenyon 
finished second in the NCAC 
in points allowed, and the in-
fusion of frontcourt depth this 
season will help the Ladies push 
for first place in the NCAC. 
In the opening game win 
against the Fighting Scots, the 
Ladies showcased their potent 
offense as they put up 88 points 
in the blowout win. Matijasich 
and Gerber picked up where 
they left off, scoring 18 and 19 
points, respectively. In addition, 
Ellie Schaub ’21 put up 16 points, 
nine of which came from behind 
the arc. 
It was an impressive first 
showing for the Ladies. The 
next time they take the court 
will be this weekend at the 
Wilmington College Tip-Off 
Tournament in Wilmington, 
Ohio. They will play on Satur-
day at 3 p.m. against Grove City 
College and Sunday at 2 p.m. 
against Wilmington College.
Lords basketball loses to Geneva, Ladies grab their first win
It’s time to ball: Kenyon College basketball teams started their 2018-2019 seasons this week.
JACKSON WALD
STAFF WRITER
Carter Powell ’20 dribbles around defender. Powell registered 12 points on 12 shots and grabbed 16 rebounds in 72-57 loss to Geneva. | COURTESY OF KENYON ATHLETICS
JOE WINT
STAFF WRITER
MARLI VOLPE
STAFF WRITER
FRANCIS BYRNE
STAFF WRITER
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Weekly 
Scores
Men’s Soccer
KENYON 3
MARYVILLE 0
Women’s Swim
Men’s Swim
Women’s Basketball
Football
KENYON 132
DENISON 168
KENYON 109.5
DENISON 188.5
WOOSTER 66
KENYON 87
DENISON 61
KENYON 7
Men’s Basketball
GENEVA 72
KENYON 57
Kenyon hosted the first- and second-
round games of the North Coast Athletic 
Conference (NCAC) Tournament on Satur-
day, Nov. 10 and Sunday, Nov. 11 at Mavec 
Field, and prevailed in both games by scores 
of 3-0 against Maryville College and 2-1 
against Carnegie Mellon University.
In their first game against Maryville Col-
lege on Saturday, the Lords were dominant 
throughout the 3-0 victory. They came out 
and created a lot of chances early. In the 
fourth minute, Greg McNeer ’19 crossed the 
ball in from the left that hit off a Maryville 
defender and into the corner of the net. A 
few minutes later, a free kick flew just wide 
of goal, and in the ninth minute, a header 
from Brice Koval ’19 hit the post.
In the second half, the Lords outshot the 
Scots 12-1, playing with fluidity in all facets 
of the game, not allowing a shot on goal the 
entire half. They received a reward in the 
51st minute, when after a corner and bar-
rage of blocked shots, midfielder Max Tay-
lor ’20 slotted home a left-footed shot into 
the corner.
As Kenyon continued to control pos-
session and create chances, Collyn Car-
penter ’21 capitalized on an opportunity in 
the 79th minute. After a cross from Aidan 
Schoellkopf ’22, the ball found its way to 
Sam Carson ’22, who lofted it back to Car-
penter who then headed it into the corner 
for the Lords’ third goal.
In their second game, the battle between 
two nationally-ranked teams, Kenyon and 
Carnegie Mellon, lived up to expectations. 
Despite creating numerous chances in the 
first half, Kenyon failed to convert. In the 
24th minute, John Penas ’20 crossed the ball 
from the left wing and found the head of 
midfield maestro David Anderson ’19, who 
directed it just wide. Ten minutes later, a ball 
over the top put Will Bennett ’19 in a one-
on-one situation with the Tartans’ keeper. 
Bennett fired towards the top corner, forc-
ing a remarkable diving save that tipped the 
ball just over the bar. 
Carnegie Mellon mustered only two 
shots in the first 45 minutes, but their first 
shot on goal in the 50th minute found the 
back of the net. After the Tartans took the 
lead, the Lords proceeded to pepper the 
goal throughout the second half. Follow-
ing missed opportunities by an unmarked 
Koval in the 72nd minute and Bret Low-
ry ’19 in the 82nd min-
ute, it seemed Kenyon 
was headed for a gut-
wrenching loss as time 
winded down. 
With a minute re-
maining, the Lords 
earned a corner, giving 
them one final chance. 
McNeer whipped it in 
from the right toward the box. With the ball 
bouncing around and bodies flying, Kev-
en Duan ’19 took possession and crossed 
it toward Carson’s foot. The ball bounced 
around like a pinball in the box as the Ke-
nyon faithfuls’ hearts stopped. Carson was 
able to take a quick touch and poke the ball 
into the left side of the goal, sending the 
game into extra time.
The Lords carried their momentum into 
the extra period, accumulating five shots in 
the first OT period. In the 98th minute, Tay-
lor floated a ball from 
the left goal line back 
across the frame of 
the goal to center back 
Sam Hosmer-Quint 
’21, who headed the 
ball into the corner. 
Kenyon won 2-1.
“I think we showed 
a terrific will to win 
versus CMU,” Head Coach Chris Brown 
said. “The lads never gave up, which is a 
laudable attribute. They work so hard, and it 
was great to see it pay off.” 
The Lords will travel to Cleveland on Fri-
day to face Case Western University in the 
round of 16 as they look to go to the elite 
eight for the first time since 2016. 
Lords soccer wins a barn burner, advances to Sweet Sixteen
Kenyon will travel to Cleveland, Ohio on Friday to take on Case Western Reserve University.
JORDY FEE-PLATT
STAFF WRITER
Over the weekend, the Lords foot-
ball team hosted their final game 
of the season against visiting North 
Coast Athletic Conference (NCAC) 
opponent Denison University. Prior 
to the start of the game, the team hon-
ored their 12 seniors, who played their 
final game on Nov. 10. While the final 
score saw the game go in Denison’s fa-
vor at 61-7, the Lords fought through-
out the game and managed to set a few 
records in the process. 
Going into the Denison game, Thom-
as Merkle ’20 was just five yards short of 
setting a new record for career passing 
yards. On Saturday, Merkle went 11-26 
for 98 yards and threw one touchdown 
to Rob Meagher ’19 for the Lords in the 
only scoring drive of the contest. This 
brought Merkle’s total to 8,248 career 
passing yards breaking the previous re-
cord of 8,154 yards, which was set back 
in 1995 by Brad Hensley ’95. 
Another strong offensive perfor-
mance for the Lords came from Ian 
Robertson ’19. For most of the season, 
Robertson has been one of Merkle’s top 
targets and this game proved to be no 
different. Robertson made seven catch-
es for 83 yards. He finished the season 
with 101 receptions for 1,203 yards, and 
broke the single season receptions re-
cord of 99, which was set back in 2016 
by Brian Hunca ’17. 
On the defensive side of the ball, Jus-
tus Brown ’22 led the team with nine 
tackles and one sack, while Ryan Mott 
’22 and Chris Nehasil ’21 each recorded 
seven tackles in the contest. The Lords 
finished their season with an overall re-
cord of 0-10, and 0-9 in the NCAC.
Lords football falls to Denison, finishes 0-10
DAVID COSIMANO
STAFF WRITER
Thomas Merkle ’20 rolls out for pass in loss. | COURTESY OF KENYON ATHLETICS
Collyn Carpenter ’21 dribbles the ball up into the attack in 2-1 win.  | BELLA HATKOFF Lords celebrate win. | BELLA HATKOFF
I think we 
showed a ter-
rific will to win versus 
CMU.
Head Coach Chris Brown
“
Thomas Merkle ’20 sets the new Kenyon passing record in the loss.
KENYON 2
CARNEGIE MELLON 1
11/10
11/11
11/10
11/10
11/14
11/12
11/10
